Principal’'s Comment

Our Children

We as a Catholic School Community, have a
strong desire to see our children grow in all
areas of their lives; the spiritual, the emotional,
the physical and the academic. When it comes
to faith we know that as parents we are our
children’s first and best teachers. When we
celebrate and recognise the presence of Christ
in our lives and share this sure and certain
knowledge with our children, we are preparing
them for successful and happy lives as adults.

| am always impressed with the way parents
make great efforts to ensure their children are in
correct school uniform and that their books are
paid for so promptly. Clean and correct school
uniform is important. | may be old fashioned but
| think all parents would agree that we want our
children to be proud of our school.

Schools today are about partnership between
community and teaching professionals. |
encourage you to look for ways to get involved
in your child’s education.

God bless,
Rob Allen
Principal

Parent Information Evening

All parents are invited to an Information Evening on
National Standards in Week 9. Please diarise the date so
you will be available to attend:

Wednesday 29 June at 6.30pm.

School Attendance Dues Sponsorship

Scheme

The Attendance Dues Sponsorship Scheme has been created
to assist families who may need financial support with the
payment of attendance dues, for students attending Catholic
schools in Auckland Diocese, both primary and secondary.

The purpose of the sponsorship scheme is to allow parents or
caregivers facing financial hardship another option to seek
relief where they may be reluctant to approach their school for
help.

The existing financial hardship scheme — operated by your
school — is also available to parents or caregivers facing
hardship and we do encourage families facing financial
difficulties to please contact your school office.

Application forms are available from school and parish offices,
or can be downloaded from the Catholic Schools Office
Website: www.catholicschools.org.nz (go to Property and
Finance / Finance / Attendance Dues).

If you have any queries or require assistance with the payment
of attendance dues under the sponsorship scheme, you are
invited to phone in confidence, Carol Krebs (Ph. 360 3069) at
the Auckland Diocese office.

Applications to the sponsorship scheme for 2011 attendance
dues will be accepted by the Auckland Common Fund Ltd up
to December 2011 .

Religious Education

This term we have been developing our understanding of the
Holy Spirit. When we pray, we often forget to pray to the Holy
Spirit. We call on God, Mary and Jesus when we pray but
often forget that the Holy

Spirit is always with us,

guiding us in our lives.

Children’s activity books will

be coming home at the end of

the strand. Please take time

to read through your

children’s work and talk about

what they have learnt about

the Holy Spirit.




Sacramental Programme

The sacramental programme will begin on Thursday o
June in Week 6. Lessons for the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and Communion will be
taught during the school week and children will receive
their sacraments combined with the Parish Sacramental
Programme on Saturday 10" of September at 6pm.

Thank you to all families who have been in contact and
returned forms to enrol their children. A newsletter will be
sent out to confirm sacraments and lesson details. If there
are any parents still interested in enrolling their children to
receive the sacraments, please see Mrs Soagia in Room
9. Students must be at least 7 years old in order to take
part in the programme for Reconciliation, Confirmation
Baptism and Holy Communion.

Students who are receiving the sacraments will need to
provide a copy of their Baptism Certificate by Friday 4"
June.

Masses for Term 2 2011

Area 3: 10" June (Pentecost Mass) 9am

Area 1: 1% July (Sacred Heart of Jesus Mass) 9am
All parents are welcome to join our children in the
celebration of our faith.

God bless
Agatha Soagia
Director of Religious Studies

Area 3 News

Already we are in Week 4 of Term 2. Our theme for this
term is “How the Water Cycle Impacts our Environment”.
We will investigate how people are impacted by the water
cycle and investigate the issues for those who struggle for
water supply. We will learn how to explain our
investigations.

The Intermediate Sports Programme will include rugby
and netball this term.

You will receive your child’s Half Yearly Report at the end
of this term. This report will give a clear indication of your
child’s progress at this stage. Your responsibility will be
to follow up on any advice/suggestions that are made as
this will help your child to make good progress.

Some of the things that will prevent your child from
progressmg academically are:
Frequent absenteeism
Not completing homework tasks which always
includes reading
Frequent late coming (there are some families
who are frequently late — thankfully only a few!)
Not completing class work
An irresponsible attitude to work and learning
Frequent unacceptable behaviour
Poor health — including having late nights
Inadequate lunches.

If your child is having any of these problems then their
academic progress will be hindered. If your child is in Year 8
and is experiencing any of these problems then the chances of
them being ready for high school are very slim. It is up to you,
your child and your child’s teacher to overcome these
problems. None of these problems are insurmountable —
together we can overcome them.

As always we look forward to working with you all.
God Bless

Michelle Jadoo

Deputy Principal

Area 2 News

Greetings Everyone

Welcome back to school for Term 2. We hope you had a
restful break. Strong learning and teaching programmes are
always our goal and wider school activities switch to a winter
focus. Our unit of study this term is Science based and
children will be investigating the water cycle and its effect on
climate, landforms and life.

Most of our senior primary children are working to a high
standard. A big thank you to those parents who are
participating in and supporting their children’s learning. Area 2
has a new homework programme in action this term. All
children are fully engaged in this programme and parents are
doing an amazing job monitoring and signing homework,
checking reading diaries regularly, commenting on the weekly
programme and communicating any concerns to the teachers.

By now you would have also received new targets for your
child’s reading, writing and maths which they will be expected
to achieve at the end of this term. These targets will give you a
good indication of where your child is now and where we want
them to get to. We encourage all parents to continue to help
support your child’s learning by building a good relationship
with your child’s teacher, finding out how your child is doing
and working together to support their learning.

Sport

The winter terms are associated with winter sports and
interschool winter sports exchanges. This year we have a lot
of parents and supporters who have donated their time and
energy to help coach a team or teams for their children. | would
like to thank our coaches for their time and effort.

Interschool Winter Codes
The Year 4 to 6 children will be involved in winter code sports
this term. The children will either be playing soccer, netball or
rugby. Training for winter codes is Thursday afternoons from
1.30pm to 2.30pm and Fridays 10am to 10.30am. The children
must wear their school PE gear for sports practices. Also:
Rugby players need a mouth guard.
Netball players need suitable shoes.
Soccer players play barefoot (no soccer boots
allowed).

Geraldine Malgas
Assistant Principal




Area 1 News

We are in our fourth week of Term 2 and there are many
things to look forward to for both students and teachers.
Your child has learnt how to set goals and make the effort
to achieve his/her goals in reading, writing, and spelling.
We are pleased to say that most of our pupils in the
Junior Area are aware of what our expectations are from
them. They are trying their best to achieve their targets
by reading their books every night, learning their spelling
words and doing their homework consistently. Again,
THANK YOU to all the parents and caregivers for your
support in your child’s learning.

Curriculum Update

This term promises many wonderful opportunities for the
students including a speech competition for Year 3, Road
Safety, World of Maths and Area 1 Mass, all aside from
their regular school activities. Our integrated topic this
term is God is Forgiving, Why is Water Important For Us?
The children have been engaged in research and study
about the sources and uses of water, the water cycle and
ways to conserve water. Children were asked to collect
pictures of the different bodies of water, some have
recorded the amount of water they use everyday and
others are discovering the ways to conserve water and
control water pollution. In Numeracy, they are learning to
use various units of measurement like reading prices,
measuring length, width and height and everyday
addition and subtraction problems.

This _is an ongoing reminder to all parents...

ALWAYS LISTEN TO YOUR CHILD

READ EVERY NIGHT. A child who

reads, is a child who succeeds. Do__
- you want your child to succeed?

Looking Good

The children are wearing their school winter uniform with
pride but we noticing that some children are still wearing
sandals. Please ensure that your child wears black
shoes, with black socks as part of the correct school
uniform. Winter is just around the corner and it is not
advisable for them to be wearing sandals.

Lunch and Snacks

We would appreciate if you could pack "user friendly and
healthy lunches” for the children. It is not possible to heat
lunches brought from home. Please also avoid sending
lunches with peanuts or peanut butter because of the
extreme health threats to some of our children.

A big BIG thank you to Constable Robin Kennerley for
helping the children build their road safety awareness with
the Stepping Out Programme.

Sonia De la Cruz
Senior Teacher Junior Classes

School Diary

(subject to change at school’s discretion)

CWSA Lecture by ACC Fri 3 June

Yrs 7 & 8 Career Talk with Constable Rob 9am Fri 3 June
Room 5’s Assembly 1:30pm Fri 3 June

Queen'’s Birthday Mon 6 June

Area 3 Mass ‘Pentecost’ Fri 10 June

Room 9’s Assembly 1:30pm Fri 17 June

CWSA Workshop by Auckland University Fri 17 June
BOT Meeting Thurs 23 June

Room 14’s Assembly 1:30pm Fri 24 June

National Standards Information Evening Wed 29 June

Y7 Immunisations & Y8 girls HPV catch up Thurs 30 June
Area 1 Mass ‘Sacred Heart’ Fri 1 July

Room 3's Assembly 1:30pm Fri 8 July

Dental Screening Van onsite Mon 1 Aug to Tues 9 Aug
Mobile Dental Clinic onsite Mon 15 Aug to Fri 23 Sept

Term Dates 2011

Term 2 Mon 2 May - Fri 15 July

Term 3 Mon 1 August - Fri 7 October

Term 4 Tues 25 October — Fri 16 December

Admin Reminder

Stationery & Technology Fees

If your child has brought home a reminder notice about
outstanding stationery or technology monies, please make
payment to Mrs Colaco at the school office as soon as possible
please.

Changing Money

Please remember that Miss Mackay and Mrs Colaco are not a
bank. Try to organise the correct change for your child to bring
to school for lunches, trips etc.

Constable Rob with Room 5




Update....

WATCH OUT FOR THE OPENING OF THE ST MARY'S
SCHOOL COMMUNITY READING CENTRE!

Everyone is invited to come for the opening of our reading
centre, which will be announced soon. It will house
collections of reading materials in various languages like
Samoan, Tongan, Fijian, Indian, Filipino, etc. This will
allow children to listen and read stories in their own
language. We also extend this invitation to all other
parents to join us and help the school to promote reading
to all our school children.

Please DONATE books and other reading materials
appropriate for our young readers and listeners

Area 2’s Display Work:
This work is in the office foyer at the moment. Don't
forget to stop by and see your child’s work!

CWSA News

CWSA News

It was an exciting and memorable event for some of the CWSA
children who attended the National Young Leaders Day

which was held on the 19" of May at Logan Campbell Hall,
Greenlane. It was participated by young leaders in the whole
of Auckland region from various primary and intermediate
schools. The conference aims to develop student leadership
in schools and build a better future for young people.

The
following
children
represent
ed the
school:
Motu
Lauano,
Apolonia
Vaka,
Cielo Mae
Quilab,
Raphael
Cruz,
Marijana
Vincent,
Ane
Fomai, Jordan Lesatele, Pou Ah Yen and Brian Kumar.




